22 May 2009 Education Exchange Support fund awarded the NPE „Baltic Tourism Institute“ the dotation of 37,796.00 EUR for 2009 Leonardo da Vinci mobility project No. LLp-LdV-PLM-2009-LT-0236 “Professional competence raising for sustainable tourism destinations' and services' development” (PROSUTOUR).
Participants: Public Establishment „Baltijos turizmo institutas“; Public Establishment „KULTUR“, Utena Tourism Information Centre, Sudeikiu and Tauragnu Eldsters of Utena Region Municipal Administration; Public Establishment Utena Art Incubator; Moletai Tourism Information Centre; Ukmerge Region Municipal Administration; Ukmerge Branch of Vilnius Trade, Industry and Crafts Chamber; Ukmerge Land Museum. 

National Sustainable Development Strategy is based on long-term development ideology for commmunities, which embraces environment, economic and social development, in order to ensure commonwealth for current and future generations, not breaching permitted impact on environment. If not regulated, poorly organised and environmentally hazardous tourism development may endanger natural and cultural environment, increase antropogenic burden on sensitive and unprepared natural territories. Therefore, when planning tourism development, it is necessary to take into consideration valuable natural and cultural environment, solve social, economic and environmental issues of underdeveloped areas, reasonably use natural resources for recreational infrastructure and protect the natural uniqueness.
Goal: Adoption of best EU practices in sustainable tourism, developing guidelines for all Lithuanian organisation involved in tourism development.
Tasks:

- Improve skills in planning sustainable tourism, and forming image;

- Gain knowledge about adaptation of special environmental territories and facilities for tourism purposes, involving local communities for increase of added value and social responsibility;

- To get familiar with best practice of heritage tourism in EU, responsible use of resources,;

- To promote information exchange, participation and leadership of all stakeholders to ensure consensus.

- To develop Sustainable tourism guidelines for Lithuanian organizations involved in tourism development.

Result: Developed Sustanable Tourism Guidelines for public and private sector organisations in charge of tourism planning, focusing on protected areas and cultural heritage sites .

Country: United Kingdom
Time: 2009/07/01 – 2009/12/31

